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beseech him to raise up in it zealous pastors, eminently replenished with
his Spirit, with which he animated his apostles.

The following feasts are celebrated on January 18 :

BLKSSRD CHRISTINA CXCCAKVLLI, virgin, 1543, renowned for her penances and her love for
the poor: ST DIHCOLUS, Abbot. In Irish Dicuil and called by the French Desle ; he left Ireland
with St Columban, who once asked him why he was always smiling. " Because no one can take
my God from mo," said the holy youth ; died in the seventh century: ST PETER'S CHAIR AT
KOMB : ST PKJSCA, a Roman virgin believed to have known St Peter and to have been martyred
in the first century ; others, however, place her in the thiid century: ST UU*RID, an Englishman
of great learning, who converted many to Christ, first in Germany and later in Sweden. In 1028,
preaching against Thor and hewing his idol down with a hatchet, he was killed by the pagans:
ST VOLUSJANUS occupied the see of Tours for some eight years (496).

JANUARY 19
ST WULSTAN, BISHOP OF WORCESTER, C

HE was a native of Icentum, in Warwickshire. In his youth, perceiving
himself somewhat touched with wanton love on seeing a woman dance,
he withdrew into a thicket hard by, and, lying prostrate, bewailed his fault
before God with very great contrition, And he was endowed from that
time by Almighty God with the gift of such a constant watchfulness over
his senses as prevented his being evermore annoyed with the like tempta*
tions. He laid the foundation of his studies and education in the Monastery
of Evesham, but completed the same at Peterborough. His parents
having, by mutual consent, taken the monastic habit at Worcester; his
father, Athclstan, in the great monastery of men; and his mother, Wulf-
geva, in a nunnery: St Wulstan put himself under the direction of Brithege,
Bishop of Worcester, by whom he was advanced to the holy orders of
priesthood. In this station he redoubled his ardour for prayer, and
practised greater austerities in the world than monks in their convents.
At first he allowed himself the use of flesh; but being one day distracted
in saying mass by the smell of meat that was rousting in the kitchen, he
bound himself by vow never more to eat any flesh* Not long after he
entered himself a novice in the great abbey at Worcester, where he was
remarkable for the innocence and sanctity of his life. The first charge
with which he was intrusted in the monastery was the care of instructing
the children, He was afterwards made precentor, and then treasurer of
the church, In these two last stations he devoted himself totally to prayer^
and watched whole nights in the church. As the meanest employments
were always the object of his love and choice, it was contrary to his in-
clination that he was made Prior of Worcester, and, in 1062, bishop of
that see, when Aldred was translated to that of York* Though not very
learned, he delivered the word of God with so much dignity and unction
as often to move his whole audience to tears, He always recited the
psalter whilst he travelled, and never passed by any church or chapel
without going in to pour forth his soul before the altar with tears, which